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In early May, the Peruvian military supreme court upheld most of the sentences against members
of the armed forces found guilty in the La Cantuta case. The May 5 decision upholds the convictions
handed down earlier this year against eight members of the military for kidnapping and murdering
a university professor and several students in mid-1992. The conviction against a ninth member of
the military, however, was overturned.
In declaring the case closed, President Alberto Fujimori's administration and the military hope to
put the controversy surrounding La Cantuta to rest. Nonetheless, although no further legal appeal
exists under Peruvian law, human rights activists and relatives of the Cantuta victims are not willing
to forget the matter and have indicated they will bring the case before international human rights
tribunals. In the most highly publicized human rights case in recent Peruvian history, a general
and eight other members of the military were convicted by a military court of the July 18, 1992,
kidnapping and murder of a professor and nine students from the Enrique Guzman y Valle teachers
college, known as La Cantuta. On Feb. 21, 1994, the defendants were sentenced in a military court to
between one and 20 years in prison.
Although all those found guilty were affiliated with the country's military-controlled intelligence
service (Servicio de Inteligencia Nacional, SIN), the military tribunal said they acted independently,
in the form of a paramilitary "death squad." The May 5 military supreme court decision upheld the
sentences for two officers and three non-commissioned officers convicted of abducting the victims
from a dormitory at the university and later killing them and burning their bodies. Major Santiago
Martin Rivas and Major Carlos Pichilingue Guevara will both serve 20-year prison terms. The three
non- commissioned officers Julio Chuqui Aguirre, Jesus Sosa Saavedra and Nelson Carbajal Garcia
will each serve 15-year terms.
Also upheld were the sentences of three officers, including a general, convicted of negligence. Gen.
Juan Rivero Lazo, former chief of the SIN, was sentenced to a five- year prison term, Col. Federico
Navarro Perez a four-year term, and Captain Jose Velarde Astete a one-year term. However, the
decision overturned the February conviction on murder charges against non-commissioned officer
Pedro Suppo Sanchez, after evidence was presented that he was on vacation on the date the La
Cantuta victims were kidnapped. Suppo Sanchez had originally been sentenced to a 15-year prison
term.
National and international attention has focused on the La Cantuta case for nearly two years.
Immediately after the students and professor disappeared, other students at the university,
which was under military occupation at the time, declared that hooded soldiers had come into
the dormitory and forcibly abducted the nine victims. For more than a year, President Fujimori
insisted that the military was not involved in the disappearances, implying instead that the victims
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had staged a "kidnapping" to cover their joining the ranks of the Maoist guerrilla group, Sendero
Luminoso. The dramatic July 1993 discovery of clandestine graves near Lima containing charred
remains that were later identified as the bodies and clothing of some of the missing students thrust
the case into the public spotlight once again. Evidence found at the sites connected member of the
military to the murders. After the military's involvement could no longer be denied, an intense and
prolonged battle over jurisdiction erupted. After several months of legal wrangling, in January the
Supreme Court issued a ruling which sent the case to a military court, causing strong objections
from opposition lawmakers and human rights organizations who had been pressuring for a public
trial in civilian courts.
The sentences confirmed in early May are the most severe ever handed out to members of the
Peruvian military for human rights abuses. But relatives of the victims and human rights activists
still characterize the sentences as a travesty of justice, arguing that they form part of a cover up
designed to protect those who ordered the military operation that led to the kidnapping and death
of the victims. In fact, human rights advocates, as well as a Peruvian general now in exile, have
insisted all along that responsibility for the crime extends all the way up to the head of the armed
forces, Gen. Nicolas Hermoza Rios, and intelligence chief Vladimir Montesinos.
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